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Synopsis.'] 

GEOGRAPHICAL CONCENTRATION: AN HISTORIC 

FEATURE OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE. 

By John Hyde, 

Expert Special Agent in Ceaese of the Statistics of Agriculture, 
Elevekth U. S. Census. 



The agriculture of a country, the capabilities of which are 
so enormous that its annual production of a single cereal is 
measured by billions of bushels, and which in the ten years 
ending June 30, 1890, sold 15,639,203,272 worth of its agri- 
cultural products to other nations after supplying the require- 
ments of its own large population ; a country whose climatic 
range extends from the sub-arctic to the sub-tropic, modified 
by the greatest lake system and two of the greatest mountain 
ranges in the world, and with a mean annual rainfall varying 
from 1.85 inches in its most arid region to 105.25 inches in 
its region of greatest precipitation ; a country occupied by so 
composite a people that in three of the greatest agricultural 
states in the Union, including the state that stands first in 
the production of wheat, the foreign-born element in the agri- 
cultural population out-numbers the native, while in another 
great agricultural state there are 136 negroes to every 100 
whites, — the agriculture of such a country necessarily pos- 
sesses many features of great interest. Among them is that 
tendency to geographical concentration which has always 
characterized the cultivation of many of the principal prod- 
ucts of the soil. Reference is not made to those limitations 
of the area of production which are imposed by the conditions 
of climate, as in the case of the sub-tropical products of the 
states bordering on the Gulf of Mexico, but only to products 
that have a wide climatic range, such as the principal cereals, 
tobacco, flax, hemp, hops, etc., the cultivation of which has 
always been distinguished by a more or less remarkable geo- 
graphical concentration. 
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Maize is cultivated to a greater or less extent from the 
most easterly county in the State of Maine to the most west- 
erly in the State of Washington, and from the valley of the 
Red River of the North to the confines of the Everglades of 
Florida, and yet at no agricultural census ever taken has 
there been less than 38.57 per cent of the total crop produced 
in what have been for the time being the four leading maize- 
producing states, while the proportion has been as high as 
52.36 per cent, and was 50.80 per cent at the last census. 
Of the total wheat crop of 1839, 61.52 percent was produced 
in four states containing only 5.84 per cent of the entire land 
surface of the country. Fifty years later those states pro- 
duced only 15.66 per cent of the total, and four others, con- 
taining 11.01 per cent of the total land surface, produced 
35.85 per cent of the total crop. Of the total production of 
oats in 1839 56.20 per cent was produced in four states, con- 
taining 5.84 per cent of the entire land surface of the country. 
In 1889 48.82 per cent was grown in four other states, con- 
taining 8.25 per cent of the total land surface. Although 
the enormous increase in the cultivation of oats between 
1879 and 1889 was more generally distributed over the entire 
country than the increase in any other important product, 
the percentage of the total crop of the country grown in the 
four states of largest production was even greater in 1889 
than in 1879. The concentration of the production of barley 
has been still more remarkable. In 1839 the State of New 
York produced 60.56 per cent of the total crop of the coun- 
try. Fifty years later the combined crops of the three states 
leading in the production of this grain constituted 58.95 per 
cent of the total, those of two other states increasing the pro- 
portion to 81.06 per cent. Barley has a very wide climatic 
range, its limit of successful cultivation extending farther 
north than that of any other cereal, while it can also be profit- 
ably grown in sub-tropical regions. Nevertheless, its produc- 
tion in the United States is practically confined to a few 
states, and always falls short of the demand. In 1839 over 
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one-half of the rye crop of the country was contributed by 
two states, and in 1889 the three leading rye-producing states 
of that time produced 38.92 per cent of the total crop. At 
six successive decennial censuses over 60 percent of the total 
production of buckwheat has been raised in New York and 
Pennsylvania. In 1839 58.76 per cent of the total tobacco 
crop was raised in two states. In 1889 the same states pro- 
duced 55.38 per cent, although this product has an exceed- 
ingly wide range of profitable cultivation. In 1849 the four 
states producing the largest quantity of flaxseed raised 66.68 
per cent of the entire crop. In 1889 four other states, then 
leading, produced 80.06 per cent of the total. Hemp flour- 
ishes from the White Sea to the Mediterranean, and over 
extensive regions in three other continents, yet its cultiva- 
tion in the United States is almost entirely confined to ten 
counties in Kentucky, notwithstanding that the production 
is sufficient for the requirements of the country. In 1849 
72.53 per cent, and in 1889 51.22 per cent, of the total hop 
crop of the country was produced in New York. 

The tendency henceforward, however, will almost certainly 
be toward decentralization. The multiplied wants of a rap- 
idly increasing population, together with a general recog- 
nition of the advantages of mixed farming, have already 
greatly diversified the agriculture even of the newer regions 
west of the Mississippi River. Minnesota, which in 1889 led 
the entire country in the production of wheat, had its total 
cereal-producing area of 6,297,044 acres more evenly dis- 
tributed among the different grains than was that of any 
other state in the Union. It is only a few j'ears since, in the 
great wheat belt of North Dakota, it was impossible to pro- 
cure eggs, butter, cheese, or fruit that had not been brought 
hundreds of miles from some leading produce market, or some 
agricultural district that was not so completely given up to 
a single branch of the industry. Now all this is changed. 
The practical exhaustion of the public domain, the necessity 
— soon to become apparent — of a more considerate treat- 
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ment of the soil on the part of the farmers of the western 
states, the establishment of agricultural experiment stations, 
and the extension of manufactures will contribute still further 
toward the diversification of agriculture. There will, how- 
ever, in all probability, continue to be certain localities given 
up almost entirely to the cultivation of particular products 
without possessing any especial advantages for so doing, 
either in the way of soil, climate, or facilities of transporta- 
tion. 



